
MACHINE GUNS AND THE CINCINNATI POLICE   
 

VERY FEW RECORDS EXIST ABOUT CINCINNATI 
POLICE GATLING GUNS. THE CITY HAD SEVERAL, 
AT LEAST ONE WAS ASSIGNED TO THE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, OTHERS WERE ASSIGNED TO THE 
CINCINNATI WORK HOUSE. 
 
GATLING GUNS, BLACK POWDER REVOLVERS AND 
SURPLUS MILITARY UNIFORMS WERE PART OF THE 
SUPPLIES THAT THE CINCINNATI POLICE 
POSSESSED. 

 
A review of the City Auditor's Report for 1879 indicates 
expenditures to the Pettibone Mfg. Co. for belts, etc. The 
J. J. Tower Co. supplied whistles, and the J. J. Sayer Co. 
supplied badges. The police payroll disbursements list one 
superintendent of police, one inspector, one clerk, 20 
lieutenants, 20 station-keepers, 300 patrolmen, court 
officers, sanitary force, and other employees. The 
inventory for the year lists a variety of city property 
including the following: Awnings-8, Belts for revolvers-53, 
Belts and tassels-249, badges-350, Gongs (alarm)-10, Hand-
cuffs (pairs)-3, Lanterns-11, Medicine cases-4, Whistles-
330, Wreaths-250. Ordnance consisted of One Gatling gun, 
carriage and equipments. 9550 metallic cartridges.  100 
navy revolvers. 75 bullet molds. 54 cap boxes. 1000 round 
pistol cartridges.  
 
The officers and men of the force had been organized into a 
military battalion. The battalion was divided as follows: 
Five Companies, One Gatling Gun Squad, One Color Guard and 
One Marker. Each company had no less than 54 men assigned 
to it. The Gatling Gun Squad had 6 men. 
 
According to the 1903 Cincinnati Police Annual Report the 
Gatling Gun is listed as obsolete. Below is a photo of a 
Gatling Gun Squad, behind the gun is a storage wagon. The 
Lieutenant in charge of the squad is listed as Mark 
Langdon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This is the photo of the civil war era Gatling Gun that was 
used by the Cincinnati Police until 1903. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The 1930 Cincinnati Police Annual Report states that 
Instructions were given in the handling of the Colt’s 
Machine Gun.  
 
No photo has been located showing the Cincinnati Police 
Machine Gun Squad. 
     
One photo has been found of the Boston Police Machine Gun 
Squad.Apparently it was not unusual for major city police 
departments to have machine-guns and sub-machine guns. The 
Thompson Sub-Machine Gun is mentioned in the 1930 annual 
report. 
  
One newspaper article shows a Cincinnati Police Detective 
firing the sub-machine gun. 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a 1920 photo of the Boston Machine-Gun Squad. The photo has the notation “3rd 
MACHINE GUN SECTION    BOSTON POLICE   BOSTON HARBOR     
APRIL12 1920.”  Photo courtesy of Gary Provenzano. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Cincinnati Police Department’s contribution to the sub-machine gun is shown above. 

This photo appeared in the Cincinnati Post Newspaper in 1949. 
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