
The Colerain Springfield Protective Association was one of many groups formed in South West Ohio. The groups 

consisted of members who banded together to protect livestock from being stolen. The Protective Association 

was the American Version of the Englands’s Hue and Cry.  

England’s Hue and Cry was the system used by  farmer’s  to gather help from other farmers in the area to catch 

livestock thieves. An Internet definition of hue and cry is defined as the pursuit of a suspected criminal with loud 

cries in order to raise the alarm. 

 

Ohio created the following statute to authorize the creation of the protective associations. 

 

  
Colerain Township also had a protective association but no records of the group have been located. The Colerain 

Springfield articles of Incorporation are dated in 1931. I am of the belief that the 1931 Articles of Incorporation 

reflect the merger of the Colerain Protective Association into the Colerain Springfield Protective Association. 

The organization by-laws for the groups are very consistent in their wording with the only differences being the 

name of the group, the officers and their positions and the boundaries that the group will work in. The 

membership was to live within those same boundaries.  

Hamilton County Sheriff Dan Tehan (1949-1972) was a brilliant businessman. The sheriff, who was 

greatly under staffed in the 1950’s commissioned The Colerain Springfield Protective Association 

making them special deputy sheriff’s for the purpose of using them to drive the county police car and 

answer radio runs when the regular deputy was off duty. Later the sheriff would absorb other protective 

associations into the sheriff’s office as special deputy sheriffs. The sheriff’s office was able to enhance 

the effectiveness of his patrol activity using these special deputy sheriff’s. 
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