This is the ordinance creating the Cincinnati Home Guard as a Private Police Department giving them the authority to nesls. arr
/
AN ORDINANCE NO. 202-1917.

Providing for private policemen and authorizing the Director of Public Safety to commission
such private policemen, who shall be the Cincinnati Home Guard, and prescribing their
duties by suﬁplementing Section 223 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Cinoinnati.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Cincinnati,
State of Ohio:

That Section 223 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Cincinnati be and the same
is hereby supplemented by Section 223-1, which supplementary section is hereby ordained
and given Code number reading as follows:

Section 223-1, Upon application a:proved by the Mayor the Director of Public
Safety shall ocommission five thousand (5000) private policemen who shall constitute the
Cincinnati Home Guard, and who shall serve without compensation. The private policemen
8o appointed shall be subject to the orders of the Mayor and Chief of Police and shall
obey the rules and regulations prescribed by the Director of Public Safety for such
private polioemen. They shall be subjeoct to call for duty by the Mayor at all times
and shall each wear such badge as shall be provided by such rules and regulations at all
times when on duty, When called to duty by the Mayor and during the performance thereof
they shall possess all powcrs of the patrolmen in the arrest for offenses against the
laws of the United States of America, the State of Ohio and the ordinances of the City of
Cincinnati, It shall be the duty of suoh private polioemen to assist the regular polioce
force of the City of Cincinnati and to aid and assist the Federal Troops and the State
Militia in all Military matters within or adjacent to the City of Cincinnati when ocalled
to duty by the Mayor. No person shall be ocomnmissioned unless he 18 a citizen of the
United States of America and resides in Hamilton County. Each such commission may be
revoked at any time,

Seotion 2, This ordinanoce shall take effect and be in force immediately and is hereby
declared to be an emergency ordinance and measure neoessary for the immediate preservation

of the public peace and safety in the state of war now existing between the United States

of Amerioa and foreign powers.

Attest Fred Schneller, Clerk, Passed May 8th, A, D 1917
’ L] . L]

L. J. Dauner,
President of Council.

Approved May 10, 1917, George Puchta, Mayor.,

i vy s,ul;i) that the ‘nrcgoing Urdinance No,

—was published In the Commariat o g o
y rmr———

; z g 0 // ‘ 3 s e ¢ (V:XS
=ewthtrite bl vl ) QM ud«vu’u" &L f/ Clagb

L

This copy of the ordinance creating the Home Guard Private Police courtesy of Cincinnati Councilman Cecil Thomas



This information was printed in The Home Guard Minstrels Booklet , Circa 1917

HE Cincinnati Home Guard was organized in May, 1917,
immediately following the pzissing of ordinances Nos.
201-202 by the City Council on May 10th. These or-
dinances provided for the appointment of a War Coun-

cil and the organizing of 5000 private policemen, “who shall
conslitute the Cincinnati Home Guard and who shall serve with-
oul compensation.”

Under supervision of the Cincinnati Chamber of Com-
merce, companies were organized in all of the various suburbs
and communities of the city.

These were assembled into a single regiment under com-
mand of Col. Chas. F. Hake, Jr., a veteran of the Spanish war
and an officer of the highest military ability. The Guard was
made strictly military in character, and the members are sub-
ject to a call to duty at any time-in aid of the civil authorities
of the city or county. The plan in general contemplates the
augmenting of the Police Department by the Home Guard when
called on so to do, and to assist the Federal, State, County and
City authorities in the enforcement of law and order.

' The Guard is armed with the .45 caliber, models 1873 to
1884 Springfield rifle or carbine, with belts, bayonets and uni-
forms, all furnished by the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce
without cost to the City of Cincinnati. Many of the members
furnished their own uniforms.
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THE CINCINNATI HOME GUARD—Continued

The thirty companies have been assigned to eight bat-
talions of four companies each, excepting the eighth battalion
which includes the two Norwood companies.

The Machine Gun company is equipped with two semi-
armored motor cars, each armed with a Colt automatic machine
gun, .30 caliber, Model 1914, having a speed of 400 rounds of
ammunition per minute.

The members of the Guard devote from one to three
nights per week in drill and instruction, and the officers and
men, have, by their unselfish patriotic devotion to duty, brought
the Cincinnati Home Guard to a state of efficiency, second to
none in the entire country.

The Band consists of sixty pieces and is rated as one of
the finest in the city. '

The first real test came on February 1, 1918, when the
great ice gorge in the Ohio river forced the water in the homes
of our citizens along the river front and in the Millcreek val-
ley. With the temperature below zero, the water frozen over,
the Home Guard went on duty to relieve the suffering, save
lives, and guard property. Never in the entire history of Cin-
cinnati, were such flood conditions encountered.

With the flooded water frozen over several inches thick,
the men chopped their way in boats from house to house, de-
livering food, clothmg and coal and removing famlhes to places
of safety.

On February 4th, the waters having receded the Guard
was’ relieved from duty only to be called ageun on February
11th for three more days of strenuous Work owing to a ‘sécond
rise in the river. When the ice gorge ﬁnally broke, the men were

I‘eheved again.



THE CINCINNATI HOME GUARD—Continued

The conduct of the men and the severe conditions under
which they performed their duties so efficiently won for them a
place of high regard in the hearts of the people of Cincinnati.

The several battalions have secured drill grounds at the
Redland Field, Carson Field, and Cincinnati Gym. Grounds for
summer drills, while the O. N. G. Armory is at all times avail-
able in winter.

Through the courtesy of Col. Wm. Cooper Procter, the
use of Camp Procter has been given the Home Guard, and
target practice and battalion drill will be held there by the
several battalions during the coming summer. These grounds
were used by the First Regiment, O. N. G., prior to their de-
parture for the South, and are ideal for the training of the
Home Guard.







