
OHIO LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION INSPECTOR. 

This is the oldest Ohio Liquor Commission Enforcement Badge that has been located. In my 53 years of collecting I 

had not heard of the term “Inspector” as a law enforcement officer of the commission.  

  

The badge was in the possession of the relatives of Deceased Inspector Eugene Moriarty.  Mr. Moriarty passed away 

in 1961 and is buried in Cincinnati, Ohio. His family states that he was born on July 31, 1880. At the time of his death 

his family states he lived in Northside, a section of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

He had told his relatives about his undercover work while employed as an inspector. I was not familiar with the term 

of inspector as an enforcement agent for the state liquor control. During research I was able to find the term listed 

in the State of Ohio Case Notes regarding the holding of arrested persons by county sheriff’s for a reasonable time 

without a warrant being signed. The initials EM were engraved by a jeweler using what is known as a “hand graver”. 

Two news paper items were also located. 

Page 2 shows various news paper items in which the term inspector is used in lieu of investigator. The articles date 

from 1934 to 1955. 

Page 3 refers to the Liquor Control Commission being created and enforcement personnel authorized. 

Page 4 refers to search warrants being issued for violations of the Ohio Liquor Laws. 

Page 5 refers to the authority of Liquor Control Inspector’s to arrest suspects and place them in jail. This is dated 

1936. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 News items were found on the internet showing the use of the term inspector as an enforcement officer. 

 1934  Dec 29, 1934 - Five men were arrested late Saturday on liquor charges as state officers, 
acting under orders from Ohio State Liquor Control Board officials, began a clamp down" 
on Illicit holiday liquor. City police aided In the raids. The state men. led by State Beer 
inspector John Finch, ...  

 

 1935  Apr 2, 1935 - inspector of the Ohio Liquor Control Department, shot himself to death at his home 
this afternoon. Mr. Mathews died Instantly. The oldest son, Silas William, found his father's body.  
No reason beyond Mr, Mathews dismissal was assigned for the suicide. ... Mr. Mathews had been 
the chief inspector. 

 

 1948  Jun 12, 1948 - Mr. Oppenheimer said: have assured the director of the Ohio department of liquor 
control that I am innocent of all 'the accusations which were the ... told the state liquor control 
board a week ago that he had been solicited for 3000 by a state liquor inspector he refused to 
Identify. ...  
From Oppenheimer In Leave From Liquor Post . - Related web pages 
news.google.com/newspapers?id=SsJQAAAAIBAJ ... 

 

 1949  Jul 15, 1949 - Specifically, the state charged that Dunn took no effective disciplinary action against a 
liquor inspector ac cused of accepting money from liquor ... 1945 He was serving as chairman of the 
three-man state liquor control commission when suspended The ouster proceedings grew out of an 
...  
From Judge Files Finding Of Fact Democratic Chiefs In Ouster Case Against  

    
1955   Apr 9, 1955 - Columbus, April 9 Some Ohio liquor agents may don uniforms if a 

proposal considered by the State Department of Liquor Control is ... Bryant told a 
newsman Friday night the proposal is being considered to uniform some of the 
department's 85 investigators and 50 permit inspectors. ...  
From Liquor Dept. Studies Uniforms For Agents . - Related web pages 
news.google.com/newspapers?id=ZXw_AAAAIBAJ ... (the term inspector is no longer 
being used and has been replaced by the term investigator.) 

 

     
 

 

 

http://www.google.com/search?q=ohio+liquor+control+inspector+history&hl=en&sa=X&biw=785&bih=395&tbs=tl:1,tll:1934,tlh:1934&prmd=ivnscm&ei=1UMXTu_1KbCPsALh2Ole&ved=0CF0QzQEwBg
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=785&bih=395&tbs=tl:1&q=ohio%20state&sa=X&ei=1UMXTu_1KbCPsALh2Ole&ved=0CF4Q0AEwBg
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=785&bih=395&tbs=tl:1&q=liquor%20control%20board&sa=X&ei=1UMXTu_1KbCPsALh2Ole&ved=0CF8Q0AEwBg
http://www.google.com/search?q=ohio+liquor+control+inspector+history&hl=en&sa=X&biw=785&bih=395&tbs=tl:1,tll:1935,tlh:1935&prmd=ivnscm&ei=PiQXTu6BMcamsQKjo9Fm&ved=0CFUQzQEwBg
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=785&bih=395&tbs=tl:1&q=mathews&sa=X&ei=PiQXTu6BMcamsQKjo9Fm&ved=0CFYQ0AEwBg
http://www.google.com/search?q=ohio+liquor+control+inspector+history&hl=en&sa=X&biw=785&bih=395&tbs=tl:1,tl_num:20,tll:1948,tlh:1948&prmd=ivnscm&ei=rkcXTvCME8_fsQLg2rBh&ved=0CGQQzQEwBw
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=785&bih=395&tbs=tl:1,tl_num:20&q=liquor%20control%20board&sa=X&ei=rkcXTvCME8_fsQLg2rBh&ved=0CGUQ0AEwBw
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=785&bih=395&tbs=tl:1,tl_num:20&q=liquor%20control%20board&sa=X&ei=rkcXTvCME8_fsQLg2rBh&ved=0CGUQ0AEwBw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=8&ved=0CGYQzwEwBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.google.com%2Fnewspapers%3Fid%3DSsJQAAAAIBAJ%26sjid%3DRtAMAAAAIBAJ%26pg%3D6850%2C6657656%26dq%3Dohio%2Bliquor%2Bcontrol%2Binspector%2Bhistory%26hl%3Den&ei=rkcXTvCME8_fsQLg2rBh&usg=AFQjCNEXPyyVGkw9KSLJcjyD0dnRJ7JLhA
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=785&bih=395&q=1948+franklin+liquor+pack+republican+ruel+soliciting&sa=X&ei=rkcXTvCME8_fsQLg2rBh&ved=0CGcQzgEwBw
http://www.google.com/search?q=ohio+liquor+control+inspector+history&hl=en&sa=X&biw=785&bih=395&tbs=tl:1,tl_num:20,tll:1949,tlh:1949&prmd=ivnscm&ei=rkcXTvCME8_fsQLg2rBh&ved=0CGkQzQEwCA
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=E-1IAAAAIBAJ&sjid=aQINAAAAIBAJ&pg=3632,850692&dq=ohio+liquor+control+inspector+history&hl=en
http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=ZXw_AAAAIBAJ&sjid=EFUMAAAAIBAJ&pg=6080,2709313&dq=ohio+liquor+control+inspector+history&hl=en
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=785&bih=395&q=1955+director+liquor+ohio+state+williamc&sa=X&ei=rkcXTvCME8_fsQLg2rBh&ved=0CIsBEM4BMA8


 

 

 

The Ohio Liquor Control Commission was created by Ohio State Law. The commission was created after the repeal of 

prohibition. 

                      

 



         



  

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

The gold plated badge is believed to by the 2nd style.  The badge was given to me by the enforcement director in the 

mid 1970’s. It was in the safe of the Enforcement Division, no one knew when it was used.  The chrome badge is the 

3rd style and was in use in the early 1970’s. The 4th style had flags on it but  

it was disliked by the agents; the lettering was hard to read and was in use for only a short period. When it was 

taken out of service the agents carried the 3rd issue again. 

 

   

For an unknown period of time liquor stores an unknown amount of stores in Cleveland, Ohio had  

armed State Liquor Guards. The years of use for the badges are unknown. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On July 12, 1995, Governor George Voinovich signed Senate Bill 162 into law. The law transferred the Enforcement 

Division of the Ohio Department of Liquor Control to the Ohio Department of Public Safety. The enforcement 

division officially moved to Public Safety on October 29, 1995. With the split from Department of Liquor Control, the 

agents maintained the enforcement of Title 43 – The Ohio Liquor Laws.  

Other badges have been used but no photographs are available at this time. As photos become available they will be 

added. 

All badges in this article are in the author’s collection. 

Copyright 2011 by Patrick Olvey and the Greater Cincinnati Police Historical Society. 

 

  


