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Badges of the United States Marshalôs Office, 

Southern District of Ohio. 

  

 

I have collected Ohio Badges for many years and have run 

across several United States Deputy Badges.  

 

If you study the UMS Badges you have to realize that the State 

of Ohio was divided into two districts, the northern and 

southern to be exact.  

 

I found the answer on the Internet and it is listed below: 

 
... The Northern District of Ohio was formed on February 10, 1855, 
when Congress divided the Ohio District, created in 1803, into two 
Districts: the Northern ...  
www.ohnd.uscourts.gov/About_the_Court/ about_the_court.html - 
20k - Jan 2, 2004 ï 

 

I have never seen a badge with the designation of NDO on it, only SDO. 

I do not have an answer for where the NDO badges went. All we know is 

that the SDO badges would have been created around 1855. 

 

I have found four  examples of badges with the SDO on them. In the 

1960òs I paid a visit to the U S Marshal in Cincinnati. I was on a badge-

hunting trip and he gave me one of the SDO badges. It was a lucky day 

for me. He told me that it was the only badge in his office that was not 

on the badge inventory list.  

 

There was apparently one bad point about the badges. That point is that 

the separately applied eagle had a tendency to break off. My example 

has some broken parts of the eagle but it is pretty well intact.  
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This certificate of appointment clearly shows that by 1879 U. S. Deputy 

Marshals were being appointed for The Southern District of Ohio. 



 3 

  

 

 

 

 

          
 

This is what I believe to be the first issue for the Southern District of 

Ohio. What badge predates this for the period when the state was one 

district is unknown. This badge is hallmarked Jas Murdock, 165 Race 

St, Cinti. The badge is unplated nickel silver.  
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There are very 

few of these 

badges in 

collections. If 

they are found 

the eagle is 

either damaged 

or is not on the 

badge. 
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This is an 

example of the 

old Jas 

Murdock SDO 

Badge. The 

eagle is gone 

and there is no 

sign of the 

eagle ever 

being applied 

to the badge. It 

is also gold 

plated instead 

of unplated 

nickel silver.  
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This is the only other 

style of badge that I 

have found with the 

SDO marking. It is 

not marked by a 

maker. This style is 

illustrated in pre 

1900 catalogues with 

the designation of 

Marshal on it.   
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This design was 

common around 

the United States. I 

have no 

information that it 

was used in Ohio. I 

have no 

information what 

style replaced the 

Murdock Badge. 

This badge would 

be my choice of a 

transitional fill in 

design.  
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This is a gold 

filled, but not 

hallmarked, 

Special Deputy 

U. S. Marshalôs 

Badge. While it 

has no 

designation, it is 

an interesting 

piece.   
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One of the most interesting items I have found came with the Murdock 

Badge with the broken eagle on top. I bought it at the Columbus, Ohio 

show a number of years ago. With the badge came a gun carry permit. 

As it turns out the permit was issued to a federal agent before most 

federal agents were allowed to carry firearms. There was a period of 

time that the United States Marshalôs and a select few other agencies 

were allowed to carry firearms. The badge and the gun permit were 

from the same estate.  

 

 
 

This permit came from the same estate as the eagle top Murdock Badge, 

I am of the opinion that this federal agent held a Deputy Marshalôs 

Commission from the Southern District of Ohio. No records have been 

found to confirm the appointment.  
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One of the best-known and available Marshalôs badges is the 

Bicentennial Badge. They are no longer easy to get. They are good 

examples for displays.  
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The 1970 to 1980 style. This badge was worn by the Marshalôs Office 

during the period of the famous bank robbery involving Patty Hearst.  

From the web site  

ñhttp://history1900s.about.com/cs/pattyhearst/ò 
On February 4, 1974, Patty Hearst, heiress to the Hearst newspaper 
fortune, was abducted by the Symbionese Liberation Army (SLA) and 
held captive in a closet. After mental, physical, and sexual abuse, 
Patty joined the SLA and shocked the country when she was found 
robbing a bank on April 15. 
This style was nicknamed the Patty Hearst Badge.  
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This is the prototype of the 1970 to 1980 ñPatty Hearstò U. S. Marshal 

Badge.  

 

The major differences between this prototype badge and the adopted 

style is the enamel color and the term Deputy Marshal being spelled out 

in the rank panel.  
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First National Issue U S Marshal Badge,  remade by Davis Company to 

be put in Lucite, the original badges were used from 1941-1970. 
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Fir st National Issue Deputy U S Marshal Badge,  remade by Davis 

Company to be put in Lucite, the original badges were used from 1941-

1970. 
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